
CT Superior Vena Cava (SVC)

Indications - SVC thrombus/occlusion, SVC syndrome.

Use CT Chest w/ Contrast charge. Do not use CT Angiography Chest w/ + w/o Contrast charge.

GENERAL SCAN NOTES

Move the patient's arms over his/her head if possible. Remove any metal from the imaging field of view.

Topogram - lung apices through diaphragm (obtained during end inspiration).

Craniocaudal scan coverage - lung apices through adrenal glands (obtained during end inspiration).

Adjust FOV (field of view) on topogram to smallest without cropping anatomy.

Scan parameters are the same as PE protocol.

IV Contrast:

Administer 125 mL contrast mixture.

Pharmacy prepares contrast mixture - 15 mL Omnipaque-300 diluted to 150 mL with normal saline.

Inject at 4 mL/sec followed by 40 mL saline flush, 20-gauge or larger in forearm or more proximal.

30 secs scan delay.

For GE scanners, it is essential for the 1st recon thickness on the scanner to match the 1st recon thickness in this

protocol book for the prescribed Noise Index to be valid. The 1st recon should generally be the thickest recon in 

the protocol.
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CT Superior Vena Cava (SVC)

GE PARAMETERS & RECONS

PHILIPS PARAMETERS & RECONS

Must be first recon.
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